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“Our new columbarium is a
beautiful way to honor the love
and legacy of members of the
First Methodist family. We all
want a permanent resting place
of prayer and significance for our
loved ones, and this garden area
will provide such a sacred and
beautiful space. It will be a witness
in Houston to the love and lasting
care of Christ and His people.”
Dr. Steve Wende

How can I get
detailed information
about purchasing
a niche?
Contact Judy Saenz in the
church office at 832-668-1836
or jsaenz@fmhouston.com.

What is a Columbarium?
A Columbarium is a place where cremated ashes
may be inurned.
Why are we building a Columbarium?
More and more frequently members of our church or their families
are choosing to have their loved ones’ remains cremated. Creating
a space for these remains in the church grounds is a way of
honoring the life and legacy of those who have loved the Lord.
It is a tradition that goes back to the early Christians.
What does the Church teach about cremation?
The Christian understanding of the resurrection of the body is based
on the example of Jesus’ resurrection. St. Paul tells us our bodies will be
transformed when the perishable puts on the imperishable (I Cor 15:53).
In other words, as we die in Christ our resurrection life is not so much a
continuation of life as we have known it as it is becoming more truly and
completely alive than we can now imagine. The promise is that God will
restore all of the person to a new level of perfection. Therefore, historically
the church has endorsed burial, cremation, or burial at sea, knowing that
God will raise up the faithful Christian to abundant and whole life.

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also
in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place
for you?” John 14:1-2

“Listen, I will tell you a
mystery! We will not all 
die, but we will all be
changed, in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trumpet. For this
perishable body must be
put on imperishability, and
this mortal body must put
on immortality.”
1 Corinthians 15:51-52a, 53
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